' Serial No. 10/649,063 
Page - 4 - 

REMARKS 

Drawings 

The drawings were objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a) for failing to show the "stand alone 
humidity sensing mechanism." The feature is shown in Figures 27a and 27c as reference numeral 
#200, and in the specification on page 14, lines 6-30. A stand alone humidity sensing mechanism, as 
disclosed and discussed in the specification, refers to a mechanism used on an individual device and 
not used to monitor an entire system. Applicant believes the drawings show every feature of the 
claimed invention, and allowance of the drawings is requested. 

Claim Rejections -35 U.S.C. §112 

Claim 6 was rejected for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. As pointed out with respect to the drawings, 
above, the "stand alone humidity sensing mechanism" is shown in Figures 27a and 27c as reference 
numeral #200, and in the specification on page 14, lines 6-30. It should be understood from the 
specification and the drawings that the stand alone mechanism refers to a mechanism used on an 
individual device and not for an entire system. Applicant believes the subject matter of claim 6 is 
definitely recited and has definite boundaries, and allowance is requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. §102 

Claim 6 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Applicant's disclosure. 
Claim 6 has been amended to further define the device of claim 6. The recited "enclosed space" has 
been defined further by a housing. The mechanism referred to in the specification is a component 
of the invention, and not the invention in its entirety. Reciting where an individual component may 
be purchased does not anticipate an invention, just as reciting where a circuit board or resistor was 
purchased would not anticipate the invention as a whole. Applicant is not aware of a mechanism 
being previously used as recited in claim 6, which is as a single component of a sensor, with the 
entire claimed sensor providing a more accurate, individualized monitoring device than was 
previously known in the prior art. Applicant does not believe the disclosed element anticipates the 
entire claimed invention, and allowance of claim 6 is requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. §103 

Claims 1-6 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Gregory et al. 
(U.S. Pat. No. 5,125,480) in view of Reichert (U.S. Pat. No. 5,330,636). Applicant has amended 
claims 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6 to state that the humidity sensor is directly connected to the device that is 
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being monitored. Neither Gregory not Reichert shows such an arrangement. Both references 
describe a fluid lubricating system for monitoring fluid in a system in general and not for a specific 
device within that system, prior to the fluid being used in individual devices within the system. 
Furthermore, neither reference shows a specific structure similar to the recited housing. A generally 
stated system is not the same as a housing, since such a broad interpretation would render the claim 
element meaningless. This would be the same as suggesting an office building is a housing for an 
individual electrical oudet because the electrical system, of which the oudet is a component, is 
located within the office building. Similarly, a monitor for a lubrication system in general is not 
analogous to the current invention. Because the humidity sensor is direcdy connected to the 
individual device that the sensor is monitoring, accurate and individual results can be achieved for 
each individual device within a larger system. Such is not possible or suggested in the prior art. 
Gregory and Recihert, individually or in combination, do not show an individualized monitoring 
system as presendy claimed. Accordingly, it would have not been obvious to combine the 
references to reach the present invention, and allowance of claims 1, 4, 5, and 6 is requested. Claim 
2 depends from claim 1 , and allowance is also requested. 

Applicant has amended claims 1 and 3-6 to more definitively recite the patentable subject 
material of the present invention. No new matter has been added by this amendment. The 
drawings are believed to show every feature of the claimed invention. Accordingly, allowance of the 
application is respectfully requested. 
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